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Benefits of Doing a Palo Alto Networks (PCNSA) Course

1. Enhanced Career Opportunities:

a. Companies are increasingly adopting Palo Alto Networks' next-gen
firewalls. Earning certification in Palo Alto opens up a wide range of job
opportunities in network security, firewall management, and cybersecurity.

2. Improved Cybersecurity Skills:

a. You gain practical skills in protecting networks from sophisticated threats,
including the configuration of next-gen firewalls, intrusion
detection/prevention systems (IDS/IPS), and VPNSs.

3. Recognition in the Industry:

a. Palo Alto certifications like PCNSA (Palo Alto Networks Certified Network
Security Administrator) and PCNSE (Palo Alto Networks Certified Network
Security Engineer) are well-recognized in the cybersecurity industry. They
validate your ability to manage, configure, and troubleshoot Palo Alto
products.

4. Hands-On Experience:

a. The courses offer extensive hands-on labs, allowing you to learn by doing.

This real-world experience prepares you for on-the-job scenarios.
5. High Salary Potential:

a. Professionals with Palo Alto certifications are often rewarded with higher
salaries compared to those without. The average salary for a PCNSE-
certified engineer can range significantly, depending on location and
experience.

6. Better Network Performance Management:
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a. You will learn how to optimize network performance while ensuring
security, balancing the demands of throughput, and threat prevention.
7. Access to Global Learning Community:
a. Certification offers access to Palo Alto’s learning communities and
professional groups, providing networking and career advancement
opportunities.

Prerequisites for Palo Alto Networks Course

1. Basic Networking Knowledge:
a. Understanding of OSI model, IP addressing (IPv4 and IPv6), subnets, and
routing protocols like RIP, OSPF, and BGP.
2. Firewall Basics:
a. Prior experience with firewalls (concepts like NAT, ACL, and VPN) is
helpful.
3. Operating System Experience:
a. Familiarity with Windows and Linux environments for firewall configuration
and management.
4. Security Concepts:
a. A foundational understanding of cybersecurity concepts, including threat
types (malware, phishing, etc.), encryption, and VPN technologies.
5. No Formal Certification Requirement:
a. You don’t need to have previous certifications like CCNA or CompTIA
Network+, but they are beneficial in understanding the underlying
networking concepts.

By Palo Alto course, you'll be well-prepared for a successful career in network security
and firewall management.

www.vkonsec.com, info@vkonsec.com



http://www.vkonsec.com/
mailto:info@vkonsec.com

We Konnect & Secure

To structure a day-to-day syllabus for Palo Alto PCNSA training, we can break down
the topics based on estimated time, depth of content, and practical labs.

Day 1: Introduction to Palo Alto Networks

e Time: 1.5-2 hours

o Overview of Palo Alto Networks Security Operating Platform.
o Product architecture and licensing.

o Introductory demo: Navigating through the Palo Alto web interface and
CLI.

o Lab: Accessing the firewall and familiarization with the management
interface.

Day 2: Initial Setup and Interface Configuration

e Time: 2 hours
o Initial configuration steps: Management interfaces, securing the system.
o Configuring network interfaces: Layer 2, Layer 3, VLANSs.
o Lab: Setting up management interface, configuring Layer 3 interfaces.

Day 3: Virtual Routers, Zones, and Basic Routing

e Time: 2 hours
o Understanding virtual routers and zones.
o Configuring static routes and basic routing concepts.

o Lab: Implementing a simple routing setup between two interfaces using
static routes.
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Day 4: Security Policies & NAT Configuration

e Time: 2 hours
o Overview of security policies.
o Configuring and applying Network Address Translation (NAT).
o Lab: Creating security and NAT rules (basic internal-to-external access).

Day 5: App-ID™

e Time: 1.5-2 hours
o Understanding App-ID for traffic identification and control.
o Configuring application-based security policies.
o Lab: Creating policies to allow/block specific applications.

Day 6: Content-ID™

e Time: 2 hours
o Setting up URL filtering, anti-virus, and anti-spyware.
o File blocking and data filtering policies.

o Lab: Implementing content filtering for web access and malware
prevention.

Day 7: User-ID™

e Time: 1.5 hours
o Overview of User-ID for user-based policies.
o Mapping users and setting user-specific security rules.
o Lab: Integrating with an Active Directory (AD) for user-based policies.

www.vkonsec.com, info@vkonsec.com



http://www.vkonsec.com/
mailto:info@vkonsec.com

We Konnect & Secure

Day 8: SSL Decryption

e Time: 2 hours
o Importance of SSL decryption and how to configure it.
o Decryption policies for inspecting encrypted traffic.
o Lab: Setting up a simple SSL decryption policy.

Day 9: VPN Configuration

e Time: 2 hours
o Site-to-site VPN and remote access VPN overview.
o GlobalProtect for mobile users.
o Lab: Configuring site-to-site VPN and basic GlobalProtect setup.

Day 10: Monitoring and Reporting

e Time: 1.5 hours
o Using Application Command Center (ACC) for monitoring traffic.
o Viewing logs and generating reports.
o Lab: Monitoring network traffic and generating custom reports.

Day 11: Next-Gen Features (WildFire and Threat Prevention)
e Time: 2 hours
o Overview of WildFire for advanced threat detection.

o Configuring Threat Prevention (IPS/IDS).
o Lab: Setting up WildFire and Threat Prevention profiles.
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Day 12: Panorama (Centralized Management)

e Time: 2 hours
o Introduction to Panorama for managing multiple firewalls.
o Overview of template configuration and device groups.
o Lab: Connecting a firewall to Panorama, pushing configuration templates.

Day 13: Troubleshooting
e Time: 2 hours
o Common troubleshooting tools: CLI, packet capture, and logs.
o Lab: Using CLI commands to troubleshoot network issues.
Day 14: Final Review and Advanced Topics (Optional)

e Time: 2 hours
o Recap of key topics and review of advanced configurations.
o Open Q&A session for clarifying complex concepts.
o Lab: Review lab covering most of the topics learned.

Total Duration: 14 days (with approximately 28 - 30 hours)
This structure will provide an engaging and hands-on experience for the students, with a

balance of theory and labs. Each session builds upon the previous ones, ensuring a
solid foundation in managing and troubleshooting Palo Alto Networks devices.

www.vkonsec.com, info@vkonsec.com



http://www.vkonsec.com/
mailto:info@vkonsec.com

